
On December 29, 2014, former Vermont Governor Peter Shumlin released the 

following statement regarding the closure of Vermont Yankee: 

The closure of Vermont Yankee marks the end of years of controversy over 

operation of a nuclear plant in our state. I have long advocated for the closing 

of this plant at the end of its original license, and I believe the ceasing of 

operations today after nearly 43 years represents a positive step for our state 

and our energy future. Today, thanks to investments in renewable energy 

such as solar, Vermont's energy future is on a different, more sustainable path 

that is creating jobs, reducing energy costs for Vermonters and slowing 

climate change. 

I know this is hard news for the many Vermonters who have relied on the 

Vermont Yankee plant for employment and economic opportunity in Windham 

County and beyond. I want to thank the employees of the plant for their hard 

work over the years. My administration will continue working with local 

communities to ensure that the Windham County region grows jobs and 

economic opportunity as operations wind down at Vermont Yankee. We will 

also continue to work with Entergy and community partners to ensure that 

decommissioning happens as promptly and smoothly as possible. 

 


